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DESCRIPTION:
A comprehensive interior design studio with a project of advanced design and programming complexity
concentrating on a larger multi-level institutional and/or mixed-use building type. The semester consists of one design projects.
Students work to initiate research and development through all design phases to synthesize the functional, sociological, aesthetic,
regulatory, and project-specific technical requirements of their projects as they relate to interior design. Students produce an interiors
project that demonstrates the understanding and integration of furniture and finishes, environmental and life-safety systems, temporary
and permanent interior construction systems, and principles of sustainability.
PROJECT:
The studio is a semester-long engagement with the making of public interior space, structured around the
design of a new branch library for Brooklyn Heights. The library will provide a rich topic of inquiry, allowing students the opportunity
to create a culturally significant public space that serves the needs and desires of a diverse community of users, and to confront the
many practical and conceptual challenges underlying a historically-significant program type currently undergoing profound social,
cultural, and technological change. The semester is divided into three phases: Research and Analysis; Programming and Schematics;
and finally, Design Development and Documentation.
REQUIREMENTS:
An explicit and collaborative design process performed by teams that includes precedent study, site
analysis, and study of user needs precedes the schematic design phase of the project. Upon completion of the project, students are
required to present all plans and sections, concept and adjacency diagrams, and renderings of significant spaces. Also required are
design details of at least one significant custom feature (e.g. stairs, circulation desk, built-in furniture); diagram of heating and cooling
systems; and schedules for materials, finishes, and lighting.
OBJECTIVES:
The comprehensive studio for Interior Design is, in part, a “test” for students in their final semester of
design studio to assure that the level of expertise meets CIDA standards for a designer who is ready for an entry-level position in the
profession. This means, among other things, that the project must comply with health, safety, and welfare requirements of users –
including ADA requirements. It also means that the project has a complete set of schedules and that spaces satisfy the needs of the
diverse group of individuals who will use a project. Finally, a project in comprehensive studio must be a programmatically complex
multi-story project that can demonstrate clear logic and circulatory flow within floors, and between floors.
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